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while some of the insolent allusions seem also to point
to the time when Dante learnt "by experience * how
bitter is another's bread and how steep the stairs of his
house '.
Why Cecco in this sonnet should describe himself as
having become a Roman, is more puzzling. Boccaccio
certainly speaks of his luckless journey to join a Papal
legate, but does not tell us whether fresh clothes and the
wisdom of experience served him in the end to become
so far identified with the Church of Rome. However,
from the sonnet on his father's death he appears (though
the allusion is desperately obscure) to have been then
living at an abbey; and also, from the one mentioned
above, we may infer that he himself, as well as Dante,
was forced to sit at the tables of others : coincidences
which almost seem to afford a glimpse of the phenomenal
fact that the bosom of the Church was indeed for a time
the refuge of this shorn lamb. If so, we may further
conjecture that the wonderful crusade-sonnet was an
amende honorable then imposed on him, accompanied
probably with more fleshly penance.
It must be remarked, however, that if Guido Caval-
canti's sonnet at page 413 should happen really to have
been addressed to Cecco (a possibility there suggested
in a footnote,) he must have become a rich man before
the period of Dante's exile, as the death of Guido
immediately preceded that event. At the same time,
there is of course nothing likelier than that he may have
found himself poor again before long, and may then
(who knows ?) have fled to Rome for good, whether with
sacred or profane views.
Though nothing indicates the time of Cecco Angio-
lieri's death, I will venture to surmise that he outlived
the writing and revision of Dante's Inferno, if only by
the token that he is not found lodged in one of its
meaner circles. It is easy to feel sure that no sympathy
can ever have existed for long between Dante and a man
like Cecco ; however arrogantly the latter, in his verses,
might attempt to establish a likeness and even an
equality. We may accept the testimony of so reverent

